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To: Members of the Board of Education 
From: Frank Harwood, Superintendent of Schools 
Date: June 2, 2021 
Subject: COVID Mitigation Protocols - Summer, 2021 (Action) 
 
Background 
The 2020-21 school year has been like no other.  The Board of Education has been tasked with 
making decisions to continue providing a high quality education during a global pandemic.   There 
have been many diverse opinions about how schools should operate safely during this difficult 
time. 
 
On July 13, 2020 the board adopted the Coming Back Together plan which provided a framework 
for how the district would continue to provide educational opportunities while mitigating the 
impact of COVID-19.  Although there were some changes to the plan, the document helped guide 
the district as more information became available allowing for more in-person learning as the 
year progressed. 
 
Now that the 2020-21 school year is finished, more people are getting vaccinated, and case rates 
of COVID-19 are decreasing, it is possible to reexamine the mitigation protocols that will be in 
place for the summer of 2021.  It is important to note that during the summer, there are fewer 
students on campus and providing appropriate distance between individuals is possible more 
often.  Additionally, the vaccination rate among USD 232 staff is much higher than the rest of the 
community.  
 
Recommendations 
Rescind the current Coming Back Together protocols.  These protocols will be reevaluated and 
new protocols will be recommended in July. 
 
Adopt the Following COVID-19 Mitigation Protocols. 
 
Social Distancing – Appropriate distancing is encouraged when possible.  If, due to the activity or 
venue, appropriate distancing on a regular basis cannot be maintained, barrier face masks may 
be required.  This will be especially true if it is known that the participants are not vaccinated. 
 
Masks - The wearing of barrier face masks is encouraged while inside USD 232 buildings.  When 
outdoors, barrier face masks are optional.  Barrier face masks are strongly encouraged for anyone 
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who is not fully vaccinated whenever appropriate distancing cannot be maintained.  Barrier face 
masks may be required in some indoor settings. 
 
Hand Hygiene – Individuals are encouraged to wash hands or use hand sanitizer frequently.  
Hands should be washed or sanitized before and after using shared supplies. 
 
Health Screenings – Individuals are encouraged to self-monitor for symptoms of illness.  
Individuals who are ill should stay home. 
 
Exclusions – The most recent guidance from JCDHE will be used for exclusion of individuals or 
groups recommended for quarantine and isolation. 
 
Notifications - Parents and employees will continue to be notified if they or their children have 

been exposed (low, moderate or high risk exposure). 

Cleaning and Sanitation – In spaces that are regularly occupied, enhanced cleaning and 
maintenance protocols will continue to be used. 
 
Ventilation – Increased outdoor air will continue to be used as a mitigation strategy.  The 
activities taking place in each space in a building will help determine the amount of fresh outside 
air utilized. 
 
Rentals – Groups that rent USD 232 facilities will be expected to follow relevant state, county 
and local mitigation protocols.  Capacity guidelines may be limited depending on the activity. 
 
 
Because there is the possibility of a COVID-19 outbreak within our school community, we must 

all be prepared to adapt to any number of actions to increase preventative measures in 

response to changing circumstances throughout the summer. 

 
 

 


